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Johnson County Courthouse at Paintsville

Sandstone
Sandstone dominates the landscape and caps the
hills and ridges. The Pennsylvanian Lee Sandstone
(unit 5) is exposed along streams in the northwest.
Ky. 172 cuts through it (above right) and massive
blocks are exposed along the highway (above).
Sandstone of unit 4 exposed along Ky. 302 near Van
Lear (below right) reveals characteristic vertical
cracks along which percolating water flows until it
reaches an impermeable shale layer. Photos by Dan
Carey, Kentucky Geological Survey.
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Johnson County, 262 square miles in the Eastern Kentucky Coal Field, was formed

in 1843. The topography is rugged, with flat areas along larger streams. The highest
point in the county, 1,508 feet, is Stuffley Knob, about 2 miles southeast of Oil Springs.
The lowest elevation, 550 feet, is where the Levisa Fork leaves the county. The 2006
population of 24,098 was 2.8 percent greater than that of 2000. Photo by Dan Carey,
Kentucky Geological Survey.
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the eastern and southeastern half of the county, salty water can be found in immediately adjacent area. This field drains £

bedrock wells less than 100 feet below the level of the principal valley fracturing may influence slope

bottoms. A few springs supply sufficient quantities of water for domestic stability and groundwater flow in What Are Some Ways to Prevent Landslides?

use. Almost all springs yield less than 5 gallons per minute. For more these limited areas. \ , , , ,

information on groundwater in the county, see Carey and Stickney (2005). B 1. Seek professional assistance prior to construction.

2. Proper site selection: Some sloping areas are naturally prone to landslides. Inspect the site for
) springs, seeps, and other wet areas that might indicate water problems. Take note of unusual cracks
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Learn more about Kentucky geology at www.uky.edu/KGS/geoky/

Underground utilities—Included in this group are sanitary sewers, storm sewers, water mains, and other pipes that require fairly praserve.

deep trenches.




