...................................................................................

in the service of the Confederate States, and that by reason of disability and indigence I am now entitled to receive the
benejit of this Act. I further swear that I do not receive aid or pension from any other State, or from the United States,
and that I am not an inmate of any soldier’s home, and that I, am unable to earn a reasonable support for myself and fam-

iy, I do further solemnly swear that the answers given to the following questions are true:

;;I% what C’ozmty, State and year were you bornf

When did you enbist and in what command? Gwe the names of the regimental and company officers under whom yow

£}

. 7 7 o ,,
/ éf é (Z‘(%?/Lrlt .’?Z./ . @@

served?

|
Answer Hézzier, o7

et e 8 -

,._,/Mﬂém% Y % 1. D2 ), S,

How did you get out of the army, when and where?

PR IR
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Were you paroled? If so, when and where? . s |

Did you take the oath of allegiance to the United States GFovernment?

~14la/,
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" In what business are you now engaged, if aﬁy, and what do you eam?

Answer 4,.\.//.%;%./.‘1 TS A W / e 7”2,/,&/% R ELC G (/ ..... W /% /M & A

What estate have you in your own right, real and persoml a/nd what is its actual cash value?

A%swe%&@'f ENE2 /,W,_ ffﬂﬁ.ﬁ?.ﬁﬁ. .a? 4 /wm ///ﬁd Q;-,\ ................. e
Bk e RER AR § A B B AR D SRR Peews xmE HEd S EEE R ARES § (HARE AR e
What estate has your wife in her own right, real and personal, and what is its actual cash value?

Answer . AL 2L ... e e e e s I e n £ o o .
(ot eeseneaarn e, P S e e e e e e e

State the net income of yourself and your wife from all sources for the past year. This must include all money received

either from wages, rents or interest on loaned money, if any. ﬁ/

—

Answer ﬁ?éﬂ“%c;jz(w« s SY L sL/ % /Z ’ g—‘— ..... S iammm P P :
p

jo o “e s e . s LERINY ® 4 4T om s . . ‘. . L I L O R I N L LRI ) L] . e s . . » . P I
Do you use intoxicants to any ewtent?
Answer....)f..z.‘..ﬂ:' ......... L A L

How long and, fince when have you been an actual resident of the State of Kentucky?

swor_sd-tnn ln A L),
Answer _SZrzoras Cllo TE : (SN 4T
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Witness my hand this / .é.?.%ay of %»’/ 1912, 4 ’

R R I I R R A S B I Y B S O I BRI D A I A A IR

...........

P. 0. . .M/)/l/éﬁay/,. /%.
Street and No. (if any)..... B
R. F. D. (ifa,ny)/f{?.t.../.-.......... ..... et
. FLAaLs Ses risaumas Witness
Postoﬁ”we Address / A% Q/@ . /47 .
~ STATE OF KENTUCKY —=" ~—— — =~~~ - o T
L AMIN County v (/1 {yy Judge of said County,
cert'bfy thatu{\(l\‘o/o"-“""'(a /@ ARG and Bis wife .. T e R Y 1 13
assessed with 60 e ooaceres, valued at $. / @ 7.5, and with 8;/%5 e of personal property.
Witness my ﬁamuhis..[a.....day of Qanent . 1912
@\(\[Yw AN AT cereviiiince oo Judge County Court.

+

If applicant and his wife have no property, the Judge must so certify.
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. STATE OF

INTUCK.Y

; the applwcmt tth whom I am pefrsonally acquainted, and having the applwaﬁzon read and fully emplamed to hzm, as
! ‘ well as the statements and amswers therein made, made oath that the said statements and answers are true.

Lo Witness my hand and seal of office, this. /é”— AC..day of ...

STATE OF KENTVUVCKJ>

£ e e

County ) Personally appeared gore mev@ﬂfzééa/ m//

. : ....of said County, the above named . - il : ~i
one of the subbcribing witnesses to the foregoing application, and who is a physigian of good stamds n emg dulz
sworn says that he has carefully and thoroughly exammed)/ ..... /Z L / . . ] e
the applicant, and find him laboring under the following disabilities: Una,ble to earn o support by manual labor, \

L T T T T T T T T i S S T I R A T I I R R A A A ]

Witness my hand and seal of oﬁwe thzs /57%(6/ 0]c

(If possible, the two witnesses as to character should have served with the applicant in the army, and if so, let them, or either, state it in their oath; ' N
also any other information regarding applicant’s army service.)

= 5o~ 2 N e iirr .. County Personally appeared before memw)%//’g a
.,é/“. &Z .zftr /Q//" {/":..‘). ....0f said County, the above named QM (Q ‘. fé /Mﬁfﬁ‘% . |

' STATE OF

P
ﬂ
<
8
~
«

..........

T eTe 4

and ;/7/7/ )/ @W& e e an .y two of the subscwbmg witnesses to the foregoing application,

with whom I am personally acquainted, and known to me to be citizens of veracity amd standing in this community, and
who make oath that they are personally acquainted with the foregoing applicant, and that the facts set forth and state-
ments made in this application are correct and true, to the best of their knowledge and belief, and that they have no in-

i,
|
-3
2
]
i

terest in this claim, and that said applicant’s habits are good and free from dishonor. And.....

further make oath to the following facts touching the applicant’s service in the.............

Sta.te here what witnesses know of their own knowledge.

B I I 1 1 (AR

PR S N R I S I O A L R I R I B A R RS} .

Z&r«/{/ mewaﬁ

-----------

.......................

................

................................................

Witness my hand and seal of office, this. / 5 / 7. . day of

ORI T A !
Meeil) Mo cend 2.




To Applicants for Pension

* The material facts to be proven in the pen- 1.

-~ sion claim, under the laws of the State of Ken- 2

- tucky, are as follows: . ‘ 3.
1. Service in army.

2. Present Disability. - ‘ 4
3. Indigency.
4. How you got out of the Army.
9. Character as a Sold'er and Citizen.
6. Applications will not be filed unless cer- 5.
 tificates of Doctor and County Judge are filled
out.

May be proven by officers or ecomrades.

May be proven by physician’s certifieate. -

May be proven by neighbors and by certifi-
cate of County Judge.

May be proven by filing parole or dis-
charge, or in case these have been lost or
destroyed, by officers or comrades who
know the facts.

May be proven by comrades and citizens.

w N

317¢

b

LY

STATE OF xmzqcox%

dier’s Application for Pension

-

,,‘mim&
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S\&é&&mm

........-W......q..
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%\m\\y \»m\ﬁ

N\N\.R L. 75 .. Commitssioner.

All v:-ﬂﬁm on »an filing to be filled by the mvaﬁmn.uun Wcﬁ&h

KENTUCKY STATE JOURNAL PUBLISHING CC., FRANKFORT, KY

filed APR 22 1912
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%" Address: “The Adj” .eneral, ‘
w artment, Washington, D. 0.

szl

wAR DEPARTMENT; ** |

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,

wAsHINGTON. June 4, 1912.

Respectfully returned, to the

Exuminer, ' i
Confederate Pension Department,
Frankfort:, Kentucky.

gon, private, Company H, 3d (Mountsd)

Kentucky Infantry, Confederate Btates :

i Army, enlisted August 1, 1861. On [0

, . | the company roll dated Juns 30, 1864,

| B o L  § last on file, he was reportsd pras- :
! - &7 1 ent. No later record of him has been . ,

} The records show thut ¥. C. Robert=-
|




égi'

Uptiainn iﬂjmarintmi

JEXAMINER

GEN. W. P. HALL,
; Adjutant General, U. S. A.,

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Dear Sir:

Regiment ..




APPLICATION FOR PENSION OF WILLIAM O, ROBERTHON.

SO 300 1130 VR T5W 57 Bt B 300 ol B3 WTR N G S W IS MR RS s i e T R B D T VR 0D K D 6 0t 2 6 BRI R B ES TR RIEI R

APPEAL FROM DECISION OF W, J. STONE, PENSION COMMISSIONER,

This application shows that the applicant, W. O. Rbbertson,
enlisted on Aug. lst., 1861, and that he served for three and one-
half years (33 years), and that be was out off from his conmand
on Hood's retreat, and that he finally made his escape from the
enemy into Kentucky, and that he used diligent efforts in attempi—
ing to get back to his command, but before he succeeded in doing so,

General Lee surrendered.

The application is rejected by the Pension Commiseloner, on

ing to the command, is not sufficient.

The applicsnt believes that s oconslderation of the whole
record, and all the facts set out in the record, and not omeparticu-
lar sentence, will show conclusively that the applicant did make a
real, meritorious effort to regain his command, and that ha‘failed,'
not for any lack of purpose on hie part, but on accounf of the
situation whieh he had to confront. If he, in company with a 1ﬁrge
part of the eommand, wag Justifiable in the retreat, it certainly

follows that he was not required to face certasin death itself in a

futile attgm t tp regain the c¢ommand. I1 seems to the applicunt

effort to do so,

We submit that the record, taken &s a whole, sbundantly shawe
that he did make a real, genuine, faithful effort to get back to his
copnand, and the applicant inslsts further that in construing the |
‘evidence of this point, due consideration should be given the Zact
th&£ he gave faithful service for thé‘long'period of three and one~

helf years, (3% years), and that with not enough 10 eat, seant 




- The applicant feels, in good falth, that if the spirit x

clothing, and with little or no pay.

The record furthermore shows that he only enlisted for three
years, (3 years); consequently, he filled the entire time of en—

lietment, and half a year beeldes,

than the letter of the law, is to be followed, that his application
should receive favorable consideration from this Honorsble Board,
and he most earnestly prays that this Board may grant him the pen-

slon of whieh he stands so much in need.

il fodoian

| ‘?§7 -éi;z;:;E;ZT;QcQZQZg:AZZE;J~
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The affiant W.C.Robertson states that he has no old soldier tb'prove
that he tried to get back to the Confederate Army , 5fter he had been
cut off from his command on the Hood raid, bhecause his companions atlfhe
time are all dead , but he states under oath th;Ehe did try te get back
and come very near being captured , and that it was generally known

that the country south of him was full of Federal soldiers.

R Ny before me W
S ”Sﬁbscribed andﬂsworn o xby We G«Robertson v L I L T R
Thls July 16 1914.
mz" 4

e . ] - oy g

We-the’un&érsigned Confe#erate soldiers state that we have known W.C.
Robertson for many years , and belelve what he has stated in the above
affidavit to be true , and that his reputation among his neighbors and

acquaintances for truth and veracity is good,and that he is intitled

to the‘behefits of the Oonfederate Pension Law .

“_WM.K? R(GM.—L-Z::...A&_‘.M
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1UMAS W. PATTERSON
JUDGE CALLOWAY COUNTY COURT
MURRAY, KENTUCKY

Calleway County Court.

Wm, C. Robertson.,
Application for Pencion,
This application having been filed and after laying over one month,
and the applicant and witnhesses being before the court and duly sworn,
and tie evidencs being heard and the court fully adveised doth adjudge that
the facts as set forth in this application seem te fully -¥8tified ang the
applicant and witnesses are men of good ubright character and entitled

311 ef Which 1is respectfully repebted

"t belief.”

2.

This May 27th, @
QN Va3

CIRCUT COURT

OFFICE
ciTIZENS BANK BUILDING 0 'G. P ,“;E Gbertson’ APRIL TERM 2ND MONDAY
. " A - i AvausT TERM ST "

NOV. TERM 2ND

TELEPHONE 253

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CALLOWAY CIRCUIT COURT

MURRAY, KY

The affiant W.C.Robertson states that after he was cut off from his command
on the Hood raid, that the country south of him was full of Federal soldiers
hesides many bands of bush wha&ers were opperating through the country
and that some who belonged to his regment started back , but could not

 get,th0ugh and returned, and that he made diligent inquiry and kept up
‘ ’ ody to be

extremely pefllous to start back', and that this condition existed untill

CH A L enomeor :

the close of the war.’....l'.‘bl...."..,..;Q.l ‘.QO....!‘I.'l"...."."~

:‘\*:L;“‘Qa*“:y: ; " LR 3 LR B BN S NN BRI R BN BN O N » L] 8 ® 8o e B8 ss
gi?@ Tk 0 {-Calloway Circuit Court
, 'i:ﬁy-: ‘-gi . alfaLdDd'- IR IR YK < D.C,




OFFICE CIRCUT COURT -
CITIZENG BANK BUILDING ) ® ) o o . Gbertson’ APRIL TERM 2ND MOI\‘I‘DAV
3 Pelici AUGUST TERM 18T
' NOV. TERM 2ND *

TELEPHONE 253

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CALLOWAY CIRCUIT COURT

MURRAY, KY

The affiants J.B.Allbritton and W.R.Broach state that after W.C.Robertson
and other Confederate soldiers were cut off from their command on the

Hood raid , that the reason that it was dangerous to return to their

command was because , the country south of them was held by Federal
soldiers , and that Wilsons cavalry, and many bands of bush whackers

were opperating in west Tennessee and that those that started back o :
r . : b

never reach the command...s.ges@s Jo o ST TN et s estanincncsnnsnnn i
!

...l.l; .‘.‘.ﬁ.“l—ml %...‘....QQ.‘..O..
d_and sworn to by J.B.Allbritton and W.R.Broach this

%C{; 5 the Callowi;éi%;fzéz;;jzrt
L’-ﬂo‘@-‘/mﬁ...; R oM.u-v-..- DwCl

f( :.,, i
T t

Subscribe

April 17, 1915,

Murray, Kenlucky.

Degr Sir:-

Tpon exenining the proof filed with ¥
appg,ieation for pengion I £ind that you énlis’bea"mg.l
1861, and on your company roll dafed June %0, 1864 yoﬁ
\ were present with rour company. Two wi‘t;ness'ﬂwe:ar"hhat
vyou were a good soldler. There 18 no other proof of ser-
vice and none as %0 how or when you got out of the army.

Proof an fthese points necessary. *

; Get all the proof you osn
. hoall r00L 3 an and forwaxrd to
;:hie ofﬁige 50 be filed with wour application bhefore 1t
s subnifted %o the Pension Board for its action.

Yours truly,

Examiner.
Vd8-0
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OFFICE CIRCUT COURT
OITIZENS BANK BUILDING ° ° 0 abertsan’ :zZLl—s:E:EMR:'h:: MOB‘I‘UAV
T !
TELEPHONE 258 NOV. TERM ZND . !

; MASTER COMMISSIONER ,
‘ ‘ CALLOWAY CIRCUIT COURT :

MURRAY, KY Sep. 6. 1913,

; ey Hon. W,J.Stone v '

Frankfort, Ky.

Dear sir, )

I am sending you'proof thath'was in the Confederate Army from

Aug. 1. 1861% to Dec, 1864, as to how I got out of the Army I refer

&  Murray, Ky.
he affiant W.J.Beale

66 yoa

N A IS

k Calloway Circuit Court




Murray, Ky.
The affiants J.,E.Allbritton and J.G.Ohurchill state that we were with
W.C.Robertson in the Confederate Army in December 1864, and that they

were with him on the Hood rade about the middle of the month ,

also tha.t they were with him in the ba.tte of anklin‘ y Tenn,
'/ 74 ‘/35~H 3
(L '

- S1gned— B

TRy AR e e e

K v SN

Subscribed and sworn to before me by J.E(AkIbritton and J.G. Ghurc.hill

O L] LICA )

of the Galloway Gircuit Court i

this Sept. 6. 1913. .

By! Q/WMWD

i _
J. L. MARTIN & COMPANY, | | ' o
' CLOTHING AND SHOES ' , i, b

Murray, Ky., /,@l/c - [0 /¢ 19,/ 3 h




Murray, Ky.

The affiants J.E.Allbritton and J.G.Ghurchill state that we were with
W.0.Robertson in the Confederate Army in December 1864, and that they

were With him on the Hood rade about the middle of the month ,

alao that they were with him in the battle of J a.n];lin " Tenn.

«:«m«‘w‘ e e A

Ty ihrmerdoins

vaigme@wmwfm

-é

TE eV AW

& o 8 006 F F s s e B

this Sept. 6. 1913,

of the Calloway Circuit Gour't
i T

T N e K o v s "

Byo 9:3

J. L. MARTIN & COMPANY,
' CLOTHING AND SHOES

Murray, Ay., MI/C ~ / g < 79/ 3z
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AUQUST TERM 1ST
TELEFPHONE 253 NOV. TEMM RIND

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CALLOWAY CIRCUIT COURT

MURRAY, KY Jan. 26. 1914.

OFFICE : CIRCUT COURT
CITIZENS BANK BUILDING 0 ‘6. 0 ﬁ)obertSGH’ APRIL TERM 2ND MONDAY

Hon. W.J.Sﬁone
Frankfort, Ky.
Dear sir,
Find inclosed affidavits of R.M.Blakeley and J.E.Allbritton .
As before stated I joined the Confederate Army on the lsts day of Aug. 1861

and served continuously untill the last of Dec. 1864 and when cut off

on the Hood retreat from Nashville, Tenn. the conditions in this country

were such that I could not get back to the command.

Respectfully 4?2Z2uéZaquﬁfi;ézijff¥974fiéby4 ; :

"

OFFICE ) . CIRCUT COURT
CITIZENS BANK BUILDING ") . ") 6 ertsan’ ARPRIL TERM 2ND MOI\‘IIDAV'
TELEPHONE 2BS ::?/Ui:::ﬂahLLST '

S ECSDERC ST D

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CALLOWAY CIRCUIT COURT

MURRAY. KY ‘ |

The affiants Retherford M,Blakeley and J.E.Allbritton states that
William C.Robertson was with us on the Hood raid in Dec. 1864

and that on the Hood retreat from Nashville, Tenn. was cut off from the

command and we all considered it very

Su‘bscribed and sworn to before me by Retherford M.Blakeley and

J'ElAllbritton t‘his Jan. 26.1914. v @ L ] LR 2N 2 R A I . 4" e 0 06 08 0 0 N0
erk Calloway Circuit Coux‘t

By 8?247${?ﬁg;rézf%<?44;4?ka_n .




Hoy 16, 1914. :

s Rev, W, d» Beule,
; A
Woprey, Tow

_‘ f;.;é;;}@mi Bixi-

In the motier of “thez application of W. ., Robertson,
*vhm he £iled his aspplicebtion there was no proof of merviee after
June (30, 1864, snd none as to how he gobt out of the srmy. This
: imfmﬁmmm wag given him on the 17th “tmy of April, 19135. mma ‘
hal é@m@ additionagl proof has heen Tiled, bub it does nob bﬁ?mg‘

- hi‘mﬁiwi‘thm the proviglions Qf the penslon law.

Very traly,

mm :2«:3 UneT .
Wd8-£




September 7th, 1914.

segesemehes

Murray, Xentueky.
¥y Deer Friond:-

I an in receipt of yours of the lst relative to
the spplication of W C. Robertson. The war records show his
servise Trom the date of his enlisitment- August 1, 1861~ fo June
30,1864, and the only proof he furnished with his applicationvhen
he Piled it was that J. & Allbritten snd W. N« Benle testified that
he wag o good soldier. Later some additions) affideviis have been
£41ed whieh show hig service to December, 1864.

¥r. Roherteson states, and so does his wilnesses,
tn this addilbionsl proof that in December, 1864, he was cub-ofl from
hig command sonewhere near Nashville and had to come hack into
Oallowsy County, Xenmtucky, in order to gel with his command, and
that after he nob back into Callowsy County he made an effort o
retnura o his command wad cume neer being ceptured snd then came
skt home &nd remsined thers. That is the sum and subsbance of
¢ his commend without lesve from Dacember, 1864. Ii is claoimed
that I'p. Bobertoon enlisteld for 3 years and had served more thon
three yeurs when he left his command. You will renember that in
Oetober, 1868, the Confederste Congress passed an aoct dolng away
with any terms of enlislment and conseripbing every man then in the
- Conlederate swmy and ell men within its Jurisdiction belween the
; es of 18 and 45 yearg, so that there were no torms of enlistment
aPtor Ochober, 1B6%, tul a1l were in the army and subject te militery
duty as long ss the war lasted.

the

I should be glad iandeed if circumstanees were
dlfferent in Itr- Roberteon®s cage. If all Confederate soldiers had
remained Prom wervies because there was danger, there would have
no Confederabe symy snd no battles foughbt, end no men in pPrisod. ‘
And if you ocsn ses a way for the problem %@ be worksd out and briag
him within the provisions of the pension isw I shall be glad to see
his neame go onthe roll. ‘ oo

Your friend,

g
]




L

Murray, Ky. Sept. 23. 1914. | |

; I james Allbritton and P.G.Bhornten eof Murray Calleway County Ky. ;
| atate'tMat we know of our own knewledge that W.C.Rebertson would have risked X

é:.\, his life in returning te his command from Juan: 1868 to the close of the war %
ﬁﬂd\that,thﬁré would have been a greater probability ef loosing #f his lifek é

I James Allbritton further state that my company was detached and we were

scouts between the twe armys , keepimg the C@nfaﬁerates“pestea as to the o s

 wh¢f0ab0uts‘af‘thQuF&agrals, and that we haﬂ,affi“ *ﬁl‘mﬁat Kings

Bridge , and. that the

tithéy‘haﬁ no resp

y James Allbritten and

R o SR e o e
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T James Allbritton and P.G.Thoermton of Murray Calloway County Ky.

state that we know of our own knowledge that W.C.Rebertson would have riskéa‘:

his 1ife in returning to his command from Jam: 1868 to the close of the
‘ | been ‘ AL R

would have s greater probability of loosing h

o

en the Armies 5

scouts betwe

of the Federals , and that

Eie‘bé@m'impogible for one man to h

s
o
.
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" . E.C. K. ROBERTSON, Postmaster.

B. E. LANGSTON, Assistant
EDGAR ROBERTSON, Clerk.

CARRIERS:

Route 1. J. F. Boyd
« 2 H. A. Redden
s 3, R. A Starks
¢ 4, Poley Harris
# 5, J. R. Melugin
* 6, H. H. Graham
¢« 7,J. R. Smith,

MURRAY, KY. Jan. 16. 1¢

_A
ez,
2
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Jules AJJ.G.Wells

Frankfort, Ly.

Dear sir and friend,

Iave furnished all the proof it looks like that is necessary to g@ﬁ my pen=
sion , ™t Cor some cause it has not heen allowed, and I make this appeal
to you, to zo over and take the proof up with Capt. Stone and pgo over it
with him and see what is the matter und I beleive that your knowledge

of wy having served three and a hall years in the Confederate arwy, v

8 - st A omE W o depved eide hy side with me belng amon;

to reccive ponsions that you will be able to get this through. '

T wrote the Gov. some time ago but have heard nothing from bim . ﬁi

T know you are husy and have wmany things to think ahout , but if you or
them ever In anything for we it will have to he done sofn FPor I am getting
0ld ard pead this help very bad.
Do *his nuch for me ami if ever a time conmes twat L can repay you may depend
on mne . . Your friend ﬁ7~ﬂﬁg«d?0diﬂﬁwﬁ?w~/
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Dear Governor:

r time to t&kﬁ

1 an sure tha

. was earried o

. 8
have imdieate

i!(wtm:k y State ﬁpfnrmatnrg

A, J. G, WELLS, WARDEN

Frankfart, K. Jan, 1léth., 1916,

Governor James B. MeCreary,

Frankfort, I

Inalosed, ease find letter from our mutual friemd,

of Murray, Ky.

R@berta‘m«has lived a ¢lose neighbor bo me &ll his life,
'y upright, deserving eitizen, anﬁ g rved for 3% years
A ; ; :

I write thia letter to you with the hope that you may find
persnnal interest in his eaae.

A talk w
trouble with

e proof as to how he got out of the Army. .
he was net a deaerter, and nabody makes any mlaim

to this effee

the reeor
make th
Gaptain §

 ig to talk

el very proud, if you are will '
y‘@an be ON

éaytain, bout it, and see if the diffia

'1‘

ou for whatever interest you ma fimd‘time to take

Moat respeetfully youra,




April 8Zwd, 1916.

Replying to your inquiry for the ghatus of the

gonlication of W. C. Robertson, 1 have apain re-gxomined his
gpplicotion, with all ihe proof filed with it, and this proof &ll
shows that he left the army not labter than sometime in the month
of December, 1864, snd never returned to it, snd the resson given
1g that it was not safe for o soliter to travel from his home
baelr to his command, which doen a0t sesm to me under the law a
volid resson for remalnine away From his command, snd therefore 1
pannot ses that this oproof briags him within the mroviglons of the

Toaw.
T am sorry bthis sondition exigts, but I see no way Lo
ramady it '
Yery truly,

P -

e T T

WIS~




COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

EXECUTIVE DERPARTMENT

FrAaNxroRT

JameEs B. Mc CREARY
" GovERNOR




April 29, 1915.

W. C. Robertson emlisted August 1, 1861, in Compeny H,
3rd Kentucky Infantry, end there is record proof of service to
June 30, 1864. When he filed his application the only proof of
gervice he filed was that W. N. Beale and J. E. Allbriften stated
that he was a good soldier and that they served together in the
army.
| This proof did not bring the applicant within the
provigions of the pension law and he was mx notified of the fact
and requested to furnish any further proof that he could as to
how long he served and when and how he got out of the army.

He then filed an affidavit stating that he weas
_peparated from his command in December, 1864, and returned to his
home and did not refurn to his command béoaﬁéedit(Waéydangerous
to underteke to do so. He then filed a number of other affidavits,
which pro#e the statements he made in this affidavit to be true.

He further states in his affidavit that he had enlisted for three
years and had served for more than the time for which he enlisted.

The affidavits which he filed proved that to be true. But
from September, 1862, there were no terms of enligtment for Confed-
erate soldiers. The Confederate Congress at that time passed an
Act conseripting for the entire war, whatever its length nmight be,

all the men who were then enlisted in the army. Consequently his

term of service had not expired and cox
peace was made.
The pension law provides that a man who deserted and

did not return to the service cannot receive its benefits. Leaving
ones commend voluntarily and remaining away from it, without

permission, has always been construed to be desertion, and in this

case the fact is clearly proven that W. C. Robertson, after being

'bil, B




e o

sepsrated from his command, instead of making an effort to re-join
his command, which was then moving South, he went one hundred miles
or more in the opposite direction, to his home, and the reason
asglgned by himself for not returning to his command, and also by
hig witnesses, is that it "was dangerous for a Confederate soldier
to travel through the country from his home back to his command”.
The fact remains that it could not be any more dangerous to travél
back to his command then it was to travel through the ssme terri-
tory away from his command, end there is no provision in the law
anywhere that a man shall be excused from remaining away from his
command because of "danger", because armies are never enlisted and

put into the field to be in a safe place, nor is there being danger

woeaidn, dhe. discharge of ones duties accepted as & valid reason for

not performing their duty in any srmy that was ever enlisted.
Therefore, this application, and the proof filed with it,

does not bring the applicant within the law, and it was therefore

rejected. A<Zfé74‘“””/w

ommi ssioner.
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